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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE FROM THE 1st AUCHENBLAE SCOUT

GROUP! THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL INVOLVED FOR A SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR!

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED WITH THE GROUP. IF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME INVOLVED AS A LEADER OR AS A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE PLEASE
CONTACT DINI DUBBER AT dini.dubber@hotmail.co.uk.

Auchenblae Scout Group

Santa's New Idea
Said Santa Claus
One winter's night,

So then and there
He called the toys

These were his words:
'‘Soon now,’ he said,

'Here's my idea,
It seems but fair

'T really think it's only right ‘Now the next weeks
That gifts should have a little say Before we go
'‘Bout where they'll be on Christmas Over the miles of glistening snow
Day.’ Find out the tots that you like best

Intended for good girls and boys,
And when they'd settled down to hear,
He made his plan for them quite clear.

'You'll all be speeding of f with me When you do see
To being the Christmas joy and cheer Your toys in socks or on a tree,
To little ones both far and near. You'll know in all the world ‘twas you

That you should each one have a share
In choosing homes where you will stay
On and after Christmas Day.

And think much nicer than the rest.
The toys called out
‘Hurrah! Hurrah!

What fun to live always and play
With folks we choose - they'll surely be
Selected very carefully.’

So, children dear,

They wanted to be given to.
Anon
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Dates for your Diary

Heritage Society

Burnett Street closes to traffic

Carols, Candles and Christmas Pies
Fabric Fund Coffee Morning
Auchenblae Drama Group Pantomime
Burnett Street reopens to traffic
Doctor’s surgeries closed

Doctor’s surgeries closed

Messenger deadline

Volume 12 Issue 4
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barbara_20002000@yahoo.co.uk

by Friday 11th February 2011

Messenger Distribution Team

Ann Anderson, Sheena Auld, Carol Ne

son, Anne Caird, Sheree Caird, There

Hendry, Ann Rennie, Trish MacEacher

Margaret Muiry and Moira Hutchison.

Messenger Production Team
Susie Brown, Annie Thow, Eddie Cairi
Kevin Newstead
Memo Production

Ann Rennie

From the Editors

Well, here we are for the final time. We’'re deligtht
to be able to tell you that Barbara Strouts hasref
to take on the role of editor from now on. Barbara
will be supported by Kevin Newstead, the chairmar
of the Messenger Group. We shall of course pass
our contact list to Barbara, but should you wish to
contact her, the email address is below and hemgh
number is 01561 320911.

We have enjoyed our two years at the helm, some

editions have been more interesting than oth-

ers, we have to depend on all of you to submit yout
news. There are, of course, times of year when no
too much is happening.

Christmas is almost with us once again, don’t the
years go past more quickly now—or is that a sign c
growing older? We'd like to wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and send all good wishes for the
coming year.

We'd also like to wish Barbara all the best in her
new venture, we’ll enjoy reading the “Messenger”
instead of putting it together! Thank you for your
support over the past 2 years.

Susie and Annie.

Corny Joke Corner

Two silkworms decided to have a rac

D

The result—A Tie!

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE KIDS THAT
HELPED PUSH CARS UP THE HILL WHEN WE GOT
THE FIRST SNOW!!
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The Bruce Fountain

To mark the centenary of the Bruce Fountain in The Square, Auchenblae Communiiat#ssand
Auchenblae Parks Committee, joined forces to fund its restoration.
A little bit of history! In 1835, an Alexander Bruce was publican at the KintomnesAnn (The Drum)

where, it was said he ran “a hospitable house from which no one was allowed to depast mitaldn
his stomach”. Itis claimed he was the instigator of the “Braes of Fordohnisa drawn carriage whic
ran from Aberdeenmia Stonehaven and Drumlithie to Auchenblae, with its stopping off point in front
the Kintore, of course! Although this particular enterprise was short livegaddier goes down in histg
ry as having maintained a vital link between Auchenblae and the outside world wipdeclkd an omni-
bus for passengers, on the road betwixt the village and Fordoun Railway Station”.

Now to the man himself: Robert Bruce, son of the above, was an auctioneer, an invabiabseopr
within the community in those days when estate land was being measured asdvedoéal. In a volun-
tary capacity, he served this community as secretary on the 1869 foundingt@enaiihe Public Hall,
position he held for more than thirty years. In the village plan of 1893 he is now listexifagar of the
hotel. In his will Robert left funds to erect a drinking fountain as near to théo'lel as possible.

The unveiling ceremony took place in 1910 with Mr. Alexander Fotheringham, Chairntendutish

Council officiating. This gentleman has a tangible connection today as heeaas@ndfather to our
own Kay Watson (nee Fotheringham). At the unveiling, you'll notice amongstataeges, a grocer’s
shop at the corner of Inverurie Street, the open gutters and no telephone box! The apeziatmind
the fountain itself is a legacy of a former way of life when the market squanefssécommon grazing
land stretching up to Inverurie Street, lay in the heart of the village.
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AUCHENBLAE HERITAGE SOCIETY

School Archive
As a joint project between the Auchenblae Primary School and the Heritagey Smcegjuest goes out to form
pupils of the school to remember their school days. It might be how a certain teacjinty or how did you get
to and from school, playground activities, sports, the 3 Rs, writing skills, spellingglmagtiimatic, the belt, ta-
bles etc etc? Old school photos, which would be scanned and returned, would also be greattteghpr
Anyone wanting to help build up this vital archive of Auch-
enblae's schooldays, should, in the first instance, conta
one of the Auchenblae committee members - Sheena /
Pat Mennie, Gillian Siddens, Jenny Thompson and mys
as Chairman. Thanking you in anticipation.

Tom Welsh

The talk given by Tom Welsh on 6th September was a
spectacular success. His stories of the village and its f¢ = ="
from a different era were remembered with clarity, hum..

- let's hope not?

The Bell
The next meeting of the Heritage Society is on Monday.
December, 7.30pm in the Church Hall where Auchenbl———
very own historian, Jenny Thompson will show a video
talk about the build up to the village's Millenium Celebr:
tions, with particular reference to preparing the church
for ringing in the new century.

Malcolm McCoig
Chairman

Tom Welsh giving his talk

D

AUCHENBLAE DRAMA GROUP

Proudly present the 2010 Christmas Pantomime:

Little Red Riding Hood

Friday & Sat 17th & 18th December—7.30 p.m.
Sunday 19th December—2.30 p.m.

Auchenblae Village Hall

Tickets: Adults £6.50—Child / conc. £4.50

Tickets from Judith Houghton—01561 320222
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Mearns and Coastal Healthy Living Network

MCHLN are currently seeking new volunteers for Auehenblae Lunch Club

ed please contact. them on 01561 378130. You glatsb use this number if you wish
information on any of the services they provideakhinclude: support in getting out an
about, gentle exercise classes, shopping servita amndyman service.

(Wednesdays during school term time) and for thleapping service. If you are interest-

d

Preschool for 3 and 4 year olds
Monday-Friday 9.15-12.45
Funded places available
Drop in sessions now available!
3 and 4 year olds welcome each morning
£5.40 per session, book in advance on 07530 743 663

Two’s Group
Tuesday and Thursday 12.45-2.15
Please stop in to visit a preschool or two’s group session.
We are upstairs in the Village Hall. Press the buzzer to be let in.
Or call Ara on 01561 320 278, or email auchenblaepreschoolgroup@gmail.com
for more information

Parent and Toddler Group
Meets every Friday in the Church Hall
9:15-11:15

Auchenblae Friendship Group

We always have room for new members. If you agelabse end on a Wednesday mor
ing do come along and join us in the Church Halhfr10.00am to 12 noon. You will be
made to feel very welcome. We have recently heari@ty of entertainment including
talks, slide shows, films and music. Recent newnbers are very enthusiastic. Do at
least give us a try. If you do decide to join yoill even get a birthday cake. For more i
formation phone Barbara on 01561 320911.

Barbara Strout
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The ravages of time resulted in several bits of
the fountain disappearing. The central urn
went missing, the sphere and pinnacle, as
as the four elaborate finials. No-one seeme
to know what had happened to these ‘bits’ f
many years, but one by one they eventually
turned up in gardens or wherever and were
given to me for safekeeping. In this year of
the centenary, it seemed appropriate that ai
effort should be made to reinstate them.

Going by old postcards and photographs, w
could see where the various pieces should
Of the finials, only two badly damaged ones
were ever found. To have new ones made
to prove too costly at £390 each! Added to
that, it is no longer possible to get the same
granite and the nearest match looked quite
ferent. However, a new pinnacle was fash-
ioned from the redundant remains so at lea:
all material is still original.

brass cups we all drank from so freely and &
which, by today’s standards, would pose a 1
rious cross contamination epidemic, but so
how we all survived!

Jenny Thomson

To date, we haven't recovered the shallow HE e ®
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Auchenblae Community Association

Flower Tubs
Thanks to all who kindly watered and cared for fllogver tubs close to their
homes — it is very much appreciated.

Thank You

The Community Association wish to thank all who tdiuted to a most sug-

cessful year and wish everyone a Merry Christmasaahiealthy, Happy New
Year

St Paldy’s Fair

Celebration matters.

In a time of civil war in Latin America refugee cpmset up three committees: one to or-
ganise education, one to organise the sanitarp@eraents, and one to organise the com-
munity celebrations. Our community life in Aucheabland the area of Fordoun was great-

ly strengthened and enjoyed in our recent celebratf St Paldy's Fair. Together the
Church, the Primary School, the Heritage Sociatyify and friends marked our history
and heritage with a modern twist as young and alded across the Kirkton of Fordoup
between School and Church, Soup Kitchen and teegithe old school, now part of the
Kirkyard. There was tasty soup ( around 140 bowlgdrved up), fly cuppies with very
fine pieces, a variety of market stalls, an hist@rexhibition on the old school site, work-

shops on traditional children's games, and the gg@ople showed us what hope and joy
we can take in the next generation with the pipdgghland dance, a drama telling of the
place of St Palladius in our history and faithhe Mearns, and the songs each class ffom

Nursery to Primary 7 wrote and performed with tkidledd help and fun of local singer/,

songwriter Dave Ramsay - each song an immediasntitlassic. The children appearned

to have great fun learning about school and gameédaath and life in 'olden times' in thie
Kirkton of Fordoun that is now their place of schaork and fun, faith and life today.
Thanks are due to the very many people who playeid part in enabling the hospitality.

market place, history and entertainment of the féatiake place - and the sun shone on us.

Road Closure

Please note that Burnett Street, between the eiltedl and Bridgend
will be closed for 11 days from 6th December. Tikit allow for sew
er connection.

Pedestrian access will be maintained.
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39 Sunday in Advent: 12" December
Services at Fettercairn (9.30am) + Auchenblae(11am)
6.30pm: Carol Service in Drumlithie

4th Sunday in Advent: 19" December

Christmas Family Service with Nativity Play
Manger gift for Shelter’s work with the homeless.
Services at Fettercairn (9.30am) + Auchenblae(11am)

Auchenblae Primary School Christmas Show
Monday, 20™ December in Auchenblae Church, 2pm and 6.30pm.

CHRISTMAS EVE: Friday 24 " December
6.30pm: Auchenbla€hildren’s Carol Service
11.15pm (for 11.30pm): Fettercai@hristmas Eve Service

CHRISTMAS DAY: Saturday, 25" December
1lam:United Christmas Day Serviceat Glenbervie Church

CHRISTMAS 1: Sunday 26" December
Christmas Worship with short celebration of Holyn@aunion
Services at Fettercairn (9.30am) + Auchenblae(11am)

CHRISTMAS 2: Sunday 3¢ January
New Year Worship: Fettercairn (9.30am) + Glenbe(tibam)
There will be a short celebration of Holy Communairihe Glenbervie service.

LAURENCEKIRK HEALTHCARE CENTRE

The surgery will be closed on the following dates:

Monday 3 January, 2011
Tuesdayd™ January, 2011

Monday 27" December, 2010
Tuesday28" December, 2010

Repeat Prescriptions?

Please order your repeat medication in plenty of time if this is due near the holiday period
on telephone number 01561 376426 or via the web site -
www. laurencekirkhealthcarecentre.co.uk

Emergency Cover during Public Holidays

In an EMERGENCY on the public holidays please contact
NHS24 on 08454 24 24 24
or contact
Laurencekirk Healthcare Centre for the emergency arrangements on 01561 377258




Page 8 The Auchenblae Messenger

WEST MEARNS PARISH CHURCH

From: West Mearns Manse

Dear Friends,

Well another New Year’s resolution bites the duatyain! | have two goes at it; making the resoh.lt

that is. It's on my list for January'hs another year begins and | make it every fiisidgy in Adven
as the Church New Year begins. The resolutiorfsgart preparing for Christmas in August and ay
the last minute rush”. And have | done that tl@ar?.....no......sorry!

It's not good enough to say | wasn’t in the mood+swmmer; it would not be true as | often find 1
self singing Christmas carols in July as | stogking back to one Christmas and forward to the nie
could argue that August whizzed by so fast (like test of the year) that | blinked and missedt
maybe has more to do with being shy of the quesiften posed by Jesus in his parables and teag
“Are you ready?”

Are we ready to greet Jesus, the babe born homel&ethlehem, in all the homeless, the refugeg
sus fleeing Herod’s murderous rule in all refugaed asylum seekers, the carpenter Jesus in our
mates and colleagues, the challenging Jesus ie thibe are different from us, the son and brothe|
sus in our own families and communities, the lowllegus, God with us, whoever we are whereve
are, whatever the date is or the season?

As once again Advent gives us a fresh opporturatyprepare for Christmas may we be ready
Christmas and every day to welcome the gift of Gdave in Jesus and to share that love with all
need it.

God bless you and yours;
God make your hearts bright and give you peace.

Catherine

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DIARY 2010
Sunday Worship: 9.30am at Fettercairn every Sunday

11am at Glenbervie on the 1% Sunday of the month
11am at Auchenblae all other Sundays in the month
All welcome. Sunday School for the children at all three churches.

Saturday, 4™ December from 6.30pm
Christmas Fair and Festival of Carols in Fettercairn Public Hall.
In aid of the Church Fabric Fund.

2" Sunday in Advent: ‘White Gift Sunday’: 5" December
Services at Fettercairn (9.30am) + Glenbervie(11am)
Gifts wrapped in white paper for children & adults in need welcome.
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Indoor Bowling

Anyone interested in restarting the indoor bowliogan afternoon
weekly session in the village hall starting mid wlany?
If so, please phone Bill Barry 01561 320749

hing:

Van Goch at the Paldy Fair

Two years after the small Kirkton of Fordoun sdh@osed, Vincent Van Goch wsg
born (1853). The photograph shows a child's chedkiohg done on the blackboard
which was part of the Heritage Society's Paldy Beplay of where the old schogl
was in the kirkyard. The drawing is of Van Goclrsf painting, "Field with Crows
and I'm sure Vincent would have been very pleas#utive interpretation. Congrafu-
lations Molly!
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AUCHENBLAE SURGERY

With the New Year just around the corner, it isa a good time to reflect on the year gone by.

We were all relieved at the beginning of the yeasde that the impact of the swine flu pandemic lss than
expected. This was at least in part due to theesscof the National vaccination programme which laeched
in 2009. We had a good uptake of the vaccinatiotin vinost of the eligible patients receiving it.

In April, Kay Watson made the decision to leave sbhegery for pastures new. Kay started work herE0@8 as
receptionist and took over the position as Praddleeager when John Eddie retired in 2005. Kay'sewahge of
knowledge and bubbly personality is greatly miskgdtaff and patients. | have now taken up the paist the
impossible task of ‘filling her shoes’. But hopdjuylwith the continued support of a great team, stigery will
continue to move forward.

We also welcomed our two new receptionists to ¢laent Carole McRae who works mornings and Julie @onjm

working in the afternoon. They have both settled/&il and already feel like ‘old hands'.

In July, we were delighted to see the return ofdlxire Lindsay. Claire was on maternity leave affi®ing birth
to a beautiful bouncy baby boy in September 2008ir€is currently working her usual sessions, Tagsmorn-
ings and Friday afternoons, as well as coveringifie’s holiday and study leave.

In August, Dr Thomas Philip joined the surgery. ftas is in his final year of GP training and worlksvieen
the Auchenblae and Laurencekirk practices. Heresadly proving very popular with patients.

In September, we kick started our seasonal flunarmgie and the majority of patients have now reckitheir
vaccination. But for anyone who is pregnant, ofesgffrom any heart/lung problems or diabetes aaslrtot ye}
received one then please contact the surgery aogeran appointment with Carol, our Practice Nurse.

We have recently set up a new repeat prescriptioaileservice. Patients can now order repeat maditaty
email at:nhsg.auchenblaeprescription@nhs.net

Please ensure that yauame, address, date of birth, name and strength of medicaticare on your email. You

will then be sent an email as confirmation of rptdPatients who do not have access to a compaitestdl ordef
on our prescription line - 01561 321006.

We are currently working with NHS Grampian’s IT tieéo update our website and hopefully this willupeand
running by the New Year. Patients will be able ézfx up to date with what is going on within thegsuy ang
there will be a chance for patients to expressailyions/ideas on how services might be improved.

In conjunction with this, we will be trying to rest our Patient Participation Group (PPG). Thesmigs can
benefit both patients and practice by creatingteebeonnection between the practice and its patiélie hope it
will encourage open, constructive discussion aralyais of the services we provide. Anyone who isrested i
participating and would like more information, pdeaget in touch.

And finally, we will be closed on Monday #and Tuesday #8December and then on Mondd$§ 8nd Tuesda
4" January. Patients who require urgent advice csetbates should contddHS24 08454 242424

<

We would all like to take this opportunity to wiskieryone a very merry Christmas and a happy anthiyedew
Year.

Gillian Salter
Practice Manager
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Church Fabric Fund

It is now just over a year since we started théeeofmornings in aid of the Church Fabric Fund ahdtva suc-
cess it has been . In that time we have raisedt®£2911.65 which goes to show how generous péapke
been at putting their hands in their pockets. | Mdilke to say a big thank you to everybody that Bapported
this cause especially to the people that havedwfde mornings in their homes, some times attsiatice and
on some of the most miserable of days, and to¢loplp who have contributed in the way of bakin§legrizes
and books for our book stall. There is a lot ofdiand effort put into it and | really apprecidte people that
have given up their free time to do this. | hopat tbng and continued support will carry on. Ouxtreoffee
morning will be at Jenny Thomson's on 11th Dec en¥séwelcome.

Carol Nelsor

Standard opening hours for Household Waste and Recycling Centres

Household Waste and Recycling Centres across Aberdeenshire will be open at standard times from
Monday 29 November. The new times are:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm
Tuesday, 9.00am to 8.00pm (late night opening)
Saturday & Sunday, 10.00am to 5.00pm

This change applies to sites at Banchory, Ellon, Fraserburgh, Huntly, Inverurie, Laurencekirk, Macduff,
Peterhead, Stonehaven, Turriff and Westhill. Opening hours are unchanged at all other sites at pre-
sent. For more details, including times for part time sites, please call Wasteline on 0845 600 3 900 or
visit our web site at www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste.

Auchenblae Guild

We have had a successful start to the new sea%euilof meetings. We have a number of differ-
ent speakers lined up this year and meetings willdry enjoyable, as usual.

The Guild Christmas Party will be held on Wednes8iiyyDecember in the Crown hotel, Lau-
rencekirk.

Another important date sriday 10th December when we hold our annu@larols, Candles
and Christmas Piescelebration. Numbers attending this event aresgming and it is so nice 1o
see the children being brought along. This ig d&éan solemn celebration of Christmas and e
cordially invite you all to attend. Refreshmentfl e served at the end of the service and wijll
include Christmas pies.




